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PRELUDE
WELCOME TO WORSHIP | ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Lord, you have examined my heart.
C: You know everything about me.
L: You go before me and follow me. You place your blessing on me.
C: Your knowledge is too great for me to understand.
L: You made me, you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
C: : I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
L: Search me, God and know my heart.
C: Test me, know me, lead me in the way everlasting.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. Gracious God,
C: You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are
burdened by sin—our own sins and the sins of others that bind us. We have turned away from your
invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy,
forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who is the way,
the truth and the life, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
L: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we
are claimed as God’s beloved children. Hear and receive this good news today: we are forgiven.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVE EXCELLING (ELW #631)
1
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy
faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy
salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart.
2
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy
promised rest. Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts
at liberty.
3
Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples
leave. Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
4
Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in
thee! Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in
wonder, love, and praise!
GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Please pray with me the prayer of the day as shown on the screen.
Mighty God,
C: you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. Transform us by your truth
and stir in us a desire to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 1:26 – 31
26
Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 27So God created humankind in his image, in
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to them,
"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.
31
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.
SECOND LESSON: COLOSSIANS 3:1 – 17
1
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with
him in glory. 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.
7
These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all
such things — anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
12
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
17
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV Page #31)
Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 6:19 – 26
L: The holy Gospel according to Matthew
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
19
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in
and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22"The eye is the
lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; 23but if your eye is unhealthy,
your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

24

"No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
HYMN: THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD (ELW #824)
1
This is my Father's world, and to my list'ning ears all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the
spheres. This is my Father's world; I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the
wonders wrought.
2
This is my Father's world; the birds their carols raise; the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's
praise. This is my Father's world; he shines in all that's fair. In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to
me ev'rywhere.
3
This is my Father's world; oh, let me not forget that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world; why should my heart be sad? The Lord is king, let heaven ring; God reigns, let earth
be glad!
CREATIVE: IMAGO DEI VIDEO
SERMON: NEW YEAR, NEW YOU
HYMN: CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER (ELW #781)
1
Children of the heav'nly Father safely in his bosom gather; nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e'er
was given.
2
God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish. From all evil things he spares them, in his
mighty arms he bears them.
3
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever; unto them his grace he showeth, and their
sorrows all he knoweth.
4
Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne'er forsaketh; his the loving purpose solely to preserve them
pure and holy.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into the dead.* On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Abba, Father
C: Your mercy is great.
OFFERING/PRAYER
L: Blessed are you,
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us
– ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION | LORD'S PRAYER
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
L: The body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.
COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: Lord, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us
as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
BENEDICTION
L: The blessing of God, who created us in his image, who knows us, loves us, provides for us, sustains us, and
journeys with us, be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN: PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS (ELW #843)
1
Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light; praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning
blindness into sight. Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease, calming storms and
feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.
2
Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word; praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand; from this
well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land.
3
Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place; Jesus died and rose for many that we may
know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. Praise the one redeeming
glory; praise the One who makes us one.
EXIT INSTRUCTION/DISMISSAL
L. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Worship, grow in faith and serve the Lord.

